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Stamping Day at Market Deeping 1905

An interesting, if slightly grainy, photograph of the annual or biennial gathering of farmers bringing
their weights and farm scales for testing at a mobile
stamping centre. The location is the south Lincolnshire
town of Market Deeping. In those days the large county
was divided into three administrative areas and Market
Deeping was in the ‘Parts of Holland’. Stamping
Centres in rural areas were a regular occurrence well
into the 1960s and took place in village and town halls
and even in the back rooms of public houses. Weights
would be carried into the centre, cleaned up where
necessary and compared with the Inspector’s working
standards. Incorrect weights were adjusted and restamped. As seen in the picture a number of scales,
used mainly for weighing potatoes, were also brought
along for testing. This was quite a social gathering for
the farmers of the district who probably only met each
other rarely in those days.

On a similar theme, David Apps has kindly provided the newspaper cutting (above) from a copy of
the Kings Lynn Advertiser from 1906. The Chief Constable of Police, one Walter G. Payne, was
also Inspector of Weights and Measures for the County Borough in the County of Norfolk. As a
coda to his Chief Constable’s report he presented his report of activity under the Weights and
Measures Act. There were clearly a few dodgy dealings going on amongst the good folk of Lynn, in
that one weight and four weighing machines were seized, presumably because they were false or
unjust.
Almost as interesting is the advertisement beneath the report, apparently for some quack remedy for
rheumatism. The advert begins with a reference to a lady who was ‘quite a cripple’ from the
condition. It would have been nice to read the rest and see how she got on but unfortunately the rest
of the advert was chopped off. How the rules of advertising have changed.
Kings Lynn is an ancient town with a great history. My abiding memory of the town however is as
a bottleneck on the road to the Norfolk coast in the days before the A47 by-pass was built around
the town.
Some half a millennium before my traffic jam
years however it had enjoyed a much higher
profile as one of the so called Hansa Towns
that skirted the North Sea and Baltic forming
a somewhat cosy trading partnership in
medieval Northern Europe.
As a port with access to the Wash, and
thereby the North Sea, it was a convenient
place for the import of timber etc. from
Northern Europe.
The portrait of German merchant, George
Gisze (right) is by Holbein and shows a
typical Hanseatic merchant of the period
surrounded by the accoutrements of his trade
including his scales and weights.

Gypsy’s Kiss
Way back in edition 6 we featured two films
of Jimmy Cagney involving his somewhat
‘muscular’ methods for combating metrology
fraud. The weights and measures inspector features little in literature and even in popular TV
culture there appears to be a preference for drain rodding rather than scale testing.
There are however one or two examples. If you want a good laugh I can recommend the short story
‘Gates of Eden’ by Ethan Coen, better known as a film producer/director. His quirky approach to
the filmic arts (The Big Lebowski, Oh Brother Where Art Thou? etc) transfers to the book of short
stories named after and featuring the afore mentioned tale. The story is a witty pastiche of 1940’s
‘detective noir’ fiction and features one Joe Gendreau a Californian weights and measures
inspector. Joe takes his calling seriously and is ‘Cagneyesque’ in his dealings with malefactors who
‘**** with the public’ by misuse of weights and measures.
It is essentially a piss-take on petty bureaucracy and contains some great Raymond Chandler-like
lines transferred to a metrology context. ‘a pound is a pound. He who says fifteen ounces is a
pound – he must be put down’, ‘your average consumer doesn’t know that I’m the only thing
standing between him and chaos’ and my own favourite ‘The meniscus don’t lie, greaseball!’.
Joe unfortunately comes to a sticky end when he is lured into a honey trap by a trader who he has
been pursuing for using illegal scales.

A similar fate befalls one Anselm Eibenschűtz who is the central figure of the rather more serious
work ‘Das falsche Gewicht’ (Weights and Measures in English) written in 1937 by Joseph Roth.
Eibenschűtz is an ex military man who undertakes the job as municipal Inspector of weights and
measures in the area of Galicia, in what is now the Ukraine (at the time of writing), during the time
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. He also falls foul of a powerful local villain, Jadlowker, who runs
a dodgy inn and ‘did not really understand why an otherwise healthy and intelligent man
should pay any heed to government law and statute’. Eibenshűtch sets out as an honest official
determined to address the chaotic situation created by his pusillanimous predecessor and impose
order on the universally dishonest and cheating traders he encounters. At Jadlowker’s inn however
he is lured into an affair with a beautiful Gypsy girl called Euphemia (see above). Suffice to say it
doesn’t end well.
The tale is presented as an allegory; almost a fairy story (it even begins ‘once upon a time in the
district of Zlotogrod there lived an inspector) about the human condition. Initially the unjustness of
the weights equates to the squalid morals of the people and their correction, by harsh enforcement,
is seen as the proper path to rectitude. As time goes on however, correcting the weights and, by
implication, dealing with people, solely, on the basis of statute, is seen as being a somewhat sterile
doctrine that lacks humanity and compassion which are ultimately of greater value.
The other work with metrological overtones that I know of, is one of the Lieutenant Boruvka
stories, by Joseph Skvorecky, set in Czechoslovakia during the aftermath of the ‘Prague Spring’ in
1968.
In the story,’ Humbug’ the Lieutenant is investigating the murder of a delivery driver for the state
Candy and Sweets Collective. During the course of his enquiries he unexpectedly produces a
hundred gram weight and pops it on the scale at one of the retail outlets of the company, where he
has just made a test purchase of sweets. This reveals that the scales are incorrect and are being
routinely adjusted to defraud the customers. The same situation is found at other outlets of the
organisation. The retailers however claim that they are having to defraud because the wholesale arm
of the company is routinely delivering short weight to them. This wholesale swindle is behind the
murder of the driver who was about to expose the fraud.

Keep you hand upon your wages and your eyes upon the scale!
Here (below left) we have another post card identifying the Grocer as a dishonest trader. This
American (judging by the suspended spring balance) grocer clearly likes to enhance his profits by
adulteration and price inflation as well as by ‘leaning’ on the scale.
When I was young, in the UK, shopkeepers in general, and grocers in particular, lacked the
customer focus that is necessary (superficially at least) in today’s competitive market. True, certain
prestigious customers were fawned upon by status seeking retailers but the hoi polloi were generally
treated with a degree of disdain and offered a take it or leave it service. This was a hangover from
the war period when certain shopkeepers held a position of great power over their customers who
were often treated more like supplicants. Foods such as meat, cooking fats and even potatoes were
strictly rationed during the time of conflict and for several years afterwards. Customers were
required to be registered with their butcher and grocer and often had to queue up at the shop to be
doled out their measly portions of basics. This set the mood well into the 1960s until it finally
dawned on the trade that supermarkets and the like gave customers choices that they had previously
lacked.

What do you want?
I recently reacquainted myself with the book ‘Contrasts’ written
by Charles Augustus Whelby Pugin in 1836. Pugin is known as the
great apostle and progenitor of the Gothic and was instrumental in
the revival of the style in the 19th century. He was of course a
significant architect and designer who built and designed in the
medieval style and was generally obsessed with the pointy and
spiky. In addition however he saw the whole gothic thing as
representing a golden age that was destroyed when we all moved
on to the neo-classical and industrialisation.
In Contrasts he compares life as it had been in the 14th century to
that in his own time and finds the comparison odious. In the good
old days there were monasteries that provided hospitals and relief
for the poor whereas the 19th century had workhouses, panopticon
prisons and treadmills.
It’s true that the monasteries were a prime source of social support
to the poor, prior to Henry Vlll’s reorganisations, but they were, largely, financed by those same
poor who farmed the monastic lands, paid tithes and were sold dodgy indulgences and promises of
forgiveness in exchange for their hard earned contributions. The state was of course quite happy to
let this be the model and just spent the taxes it extracted on bashing the French (could this be the
‘Big Society’?). An unintended consequence of the dissolution of the monasteries was of course
that the State had to start to provide some of the basic social provision which ended up with the
workhouse society with its somewhat mean spirited attitudes to basic welfare that seem to be
returning today.
Pugin had a very rosy view of the medieval and saw everything that came afterwards as grisly and
horrible. In Contrasts he illustrated this with a drawing of a stylised beam with a Gothic structure
in one pan and a Neo-Classical in the other (right). The Classical rises against the Gothic and the
surrounding legend reads ‘They Are Weighed in
the Balance and Found Wanting’.
On a similar theme I came across a rather
unpleasant postcard from the early part of the 20th
century showing a woman being weighed against a
heart ((left) She is
also
‘Found
Wanting’
presumably because
she has been found
unfit, in some way,
for marriage. The
reason is a matter of
speculation.

Obituary of John Lound (1925 - 2014)
John was one of the earliest members of ISASC, having been a friend and supporter since about
1976. He was a fully-trained scale-maker, starting his apprenticeship in 1938, and working for 50
years for the Co-operative Wholesale Society, rising to being Area Manager.
John ran the Repair Department with his good friend, Peter Jackson, working as a harmonious team.
The workshop at the front of the building was crowded with scales in for repair, but fortunate
people were invited into the back room where they had their unofficial museum of trade scales and
weights. When John retired 240 items from the collection went to the Museum of Science and
Technology in Manchester. The collection was given so that young people could learn about the
necessity for scales in everyday life, and was intended as a comprehensive display. It was
infuriating that the Curators sold off (or possibly swapped) some of the collection without John's
permission. John was very upset, but being such a gentleman, we never heard him express anger or
disappointment.
John was a generous teacher and raconteur. He would have been justified in giving brief answers to
the many questions thrown at him, but he always explained comprehensively. Not only did he
enthuse about scales, he also was excited by clocks, watches and weapons.
His clarity was demonstrated in the articles he wrote for EQM, starting in the first issue, in which he
wrote with precision and humour. Being of the last generation of 'proper' scale-makers and
repairers, he could explain how to maintain and repair beam scales and (with his tongue in his
cheek) express disdain for electronic scales and their repairers. Even after he retired John continued
to collect small scales and weights, until he was tempted by a hefty Toledo Computing Scale too
heavy for him to lift. He wrote a lively article for EQM (Issue 4 of 2012) about his ingenious repairs
of the 'golden oldie' with as much zest and enthusiasm as he had displayed 35 years earlier.
John was frequently asked to help museums with their queries, and he was on very good terms with
the Black Country Museum, the Avery Museum, Beamish Open-air Museum and many others.
John died in March 2014, leaving his warm-hearted wife Dorothy, his son Tim, and his two
daughters, Margaret and Judy, to whom we send our condolences. Diana Crawforth- Hitchins

Management Committee Report (2014-1)
During the ISASC(E) Management Committee Meeting of 06.04.14 the following points were
discussed:
Frances Simmons has stood down from the post of Meetings Secretary. Norman has deputised for
her in making arrangements for the 2014 AGM. The position remains vacant and volunteers are
sought.
We thank Frances for arranging many successful meetings as well as her contributions in the form
of interesting talks and presentations.
Norman will stand down from the position of Chairman at the 2014 AGM. He will not be available
for any formal position within the Society due to other commitments. The current Editor of Fulcrum
has agreed to succeed him as Chairman (duly elected of course).
The position of Membership Secretary remains vacant and we would invite anybody who
wishes to take this on to come forward.
The financial situation of the Society remains largely unchanged, with income being somewhat
below expenses.
Funds have slightly reduced to around £16k, and continue to decline slowly.

Paypal works well as a method for subscription payments, it is easy and quick and we encourage
members to use this facility, in particular those living abroad, thus avoiding slow and costly
international monetary transfers.
A Gift Aid claim has recently been submitted, on account of which we expect a payment of around
£500 covering the last 3 years.
Members will be reminded to state their eligibility for Gift Aid in one of the next mailings.
An informal gathering will be held at Alvington on 16.07.2014. There will be no formal
presentations. Further details will be distributed separately with this (May) mailshot.
The 2014 AGM will be held at the current venue (Warwick Hilton) on 12.10.2014. The reservation
has been made and the meeting will follow the usual format.
The theme of the meeting will be "The Healthy Weigh", to include items on apothecaries’ scales
and weights, person scales, weighing babies, and so on. Following previous experiences the theme
may be somewhat loosely interpreted.
Members who wish to present talks or have suitable items to display are encouraged to approach the
Committee.
Thomas Allgeier (Secretary)

From the Publications Secretary
Because of the ever increasing postal rates the Committee will be considering a postal levy to be
introduced on top of the subscription. You will be advised in due course.
At our last Committee meeting we discussed ‘themes’ for talks at future meetings. Do you have a
pet theme that we have never spoken about before?
Any suggestions would be most welcome, please contact a member of the committee!
The publications secretary has not been selling many items recently. Is there anything that you
would like? We have several publications available ex-stock including the Crawforth CD and
most back issues of EQM (the older ones would be photocopies)
If we do not have it in stock we may be able to borrow one and copy it. Any queries or a list contact
David Apps Tel 01553 840402. Or, ddcapps@btinternet.com

EQUILIBRIUM
I was having a look back through some past copies of EQM to search for a previous article and it
dawned on me what a great collection of erudite and authoritative material is contained in our
society magazine. There are pieces in there on all aspects of scales, weights and miscellaneous
metrology, the like of which will be found nowhere else. In short it is a credit to our organisation
and the members who have taken the trouble to research, write and submit articles of such variety
and interest.
I understand from our esteemed editor that she is currently experiencing some difficulty in getting
suitable pieces for future editions especially, unfortunately, from the European end of the
Society.
Through the pages of our own modest publication I would appeal to all European members,
including members from those well known European countries Australia, New Zealand etc to put
pen to paper and provide Jan Berning with material to ensure the quality of our proudest production.
Editor

