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Oh Canada!                                                                                                                                                     

 

In previous issues we looked at 

methods used by Governments to 

persuade their population of the 

benefits of adopting the Metric 

System. Most people are reluctant to 

change their system of weights and 

measures and the fact that they are 

being cajoled by Governments 

usually only causes even greater 

antagonism. An interestingly 

different approach was attempted by 

the Canadian Government in the 

1970s. 

They tried to latch on to anti- 

government feeling by advertising 

the anticipated change as a way of 

‘sticking it to the man!’ hoping 

people wouldn’t realise it was ‘the 

man’ who was sticking it to them! 

I’m not sure that Canadians were 

any more receptive to metrication as 

a consequence but they did change 

over with a reasonable degree of 

success much to the bemusement of 

residents of the USA who cross the 

border. 

 

 

A somewhat bizarre consequence of Canadian metrication was the so-called Gimli Glider 

incident in 1983. This occurred as Canada was going through the metrication process in the 

1970s and 1980s and the Boeing 767 aeroplane of Air Canada was one of the first to have its 

metrics calibrated in litres and kilograms instead of gallons and pounds. It was also one of a 

new generation of aircraft designed to be operated by a two man crew, minus the previously 

present flight engineer. 

 



 A set of unfortunate and somewhat bizarre circumstances were set in train as this aircraft got 

set to fly from Montreal to Edmonton and came close to causing a great tragedy. Firstly, there 

was a problem with the on-board indicators which meant there was no readily accessible 

illustration of the amount of fuel in the tanks. The crew therefore had to rely on the 

calculations of the refuelling gang to ensure there was the correct quantity of fuel on board 

when they took off. There was no flight engineer and the two pilots were, apparently, 

insufficiently familiar with the process to make the necessary verification. 

The contents of the tank were initially checked with a low- tech but nonetheless reliable 

dipstick. This showed a content of some 7,600 litres. In order to mitigate variations caused by 

temperature the volume was converted to mass using an appropriate density figure. The total 

amount of fuel required for the flight was known and this was also converted to mass. The 

amount required to be added was therefore known and the refuelling was carried out. 

Unfortunately, instead of using the density factor of 0.803 (litres to kilograms) the factor of 

1.77 (litres to pounds) was used. The upshot was that instead of taking off with 22,000 

kilograms of fuel on board there was only 22,000lbs, or about half the amount required. 

When the plane ran out of fuel the crew assumed there had been a fuel pump failure. Running 

out of fuel was not even considered, as the probability of such an occurrence had always been 

deemed to be insignificant and no systems existed to indicate it (other than the fuel gauge, 

which was out of action). 

The pilots managed to land the plane, without power, at 

a former air force base at a place called Gimli in 

Manitoba. The crew were initially blamed for the 

incident until the facts came out and it was discovered 

that very few pilots could actually have safely landed the 

plane under these circumstances. After this the crew 

achieved a degree of celebrity as they clearly saved the 

lives of all those on board.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Finding her Weigh’ in a dubious way 

Way back in edition 16 we featured the ‘Weight 

Guessers’ who used to operate on fun fairs and 

amusement parks on both sides of the Atlantic. I 

recently came across this interesting photograph 

of one such, plying his trade, apparently in the 

early years of the 20
th

 century. 

I remember these ‘guessers’ on Skegness fun fair 

in the 1960’s and for the most part they achieved 

Canadian 

Metrication  

Logo 



their estimation of the person’s weight by visual means alone. 

This gent seems to be operating a rather more ‘hands on’ approach. 

Such a physical appraisal would scarcely have been acceptable in the UK in the liberated 

‘swinging sixties’ and, I should imagine, in the more straight-laced Edwardian days such 

activity would have required the parties to get married. 

Autumn Meeting  

On 11
th

 October a number of members rolled up at the Warwick Hilton Hotel which stands 

conveniently between Warwick and Stratford upon Avon in the West Midlands of England. 

Despite reduced numbers of delegates (there were a few late cancellations because of ill 

health and personal circumstances) we passed a most enjoyable and interesting day. The 

theme of the meeting was ‘The Unusual Weigh’ and members were invited to bring items 

relating to novel or strange aspects of weighing. Peter Elliott contributed an impressive 

display of Salter oddities, some of which even he didn’t understand, and Diana Crawforth-

Hitchens came up with a table full of novelties from her vast collection. 

The star of the show was, however, Andrew Lound who gave a fulsome account of the 

history of the Avery Museum of which he was the last custodian. With the aid of a polished 

PowerPoint presentation he covered the story of its establishment in 1927 through to its 

recent sudden and brutal closure. It began as the vision of the management of the then proud 

Avery empire, who wanted their story to be made concrete and permanent by proudly 

showing their products and history to the world. For the best part of 90 years the museum 

contained a unique display of artefacts and records demonstrating the history and 

development of practical metrology. It was once seen as a great facility operated by a great 

company and its closure is a sad reflection of the way business now sees its role in society. 

History no longer signifies if it 

does not contribute to the bottom 

line. 

It is still not clear what will become 

of the many documents and 

exhibits. Other museums will 

doubtless take some of the archives 

which are of significance to the 

industrial heritage of the area where 

they are probably destined to 

languish in deep vaults. It has 

apparently been agreed that none of 

the artefacts will be sold but that 

does not preclude eventual  
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destruction of anything that cannot be housed elsewhere.   

 

 

 

 

Bob Myers 

Diana Crawforth- Hitchins brought along an 

interesting array of unusual artefacts 

Andrew Lound spoke effectively and movingly on the history and 

closure of the Avery Museum at Smethwick. 



Bob Myers 

The first item on the agenda at Warwick was a presentation by Norman Biggs on the life of 

our good friend Bob Myers who sadly died earlier this year. Norman spoke of Bob’s 

enthusiasm for the history of metrology and his interest in local verification marks, of which, 

he had collected many interesting and rare examples. An article on this topic is being 

compiled by Norman and will feature in a future edition of Equilibrium. 

Bob was a good friend to the Society and a most interesting man. He had a host of fascinating 

and amusing anecdotes about his life and times as an Avery salesman. Some of these found 

their way into Fulcrum and is sad to think there will be no more. He will be sorely missed by 

all who had the privilege of knowing him.  

Subscriptions, postal charges etc 

This subject inevitably came up during the Annual General Meeting. As previously 

mentioned the Society’s financial situation is becoming a matter of great concern. 

The combination of falling membership and increasing postal charges is resulting in a rapid 

drain on our assets. There has been a tendency in the past to avoid increasing annual 

subscriptions but this time the meeting took the view that something had to be done. 

In the event no actual increase was voted for but it was decided to no longer apply the £5.00 

early payment discount to the annual subscription. This will, hopefully result in a small 

increase in our income for the next year. 

The question of postal charges for members outside the UK has been raised in Fulcrum and 

members likely to be affected were invited to comment on the proposal to apply a supplement 

to offset some of these charges. No adverse comments have been received about this proposal 

so it would appear that our overseas members sensibly, accept that action has to be taken. 

With this in mind the decision was taken to impose a postal supplement of £10.00 per annum 

on European members outside the UK and £15.00 on overseas members outside Europe. I 

trust our overseas friends will understand this regrettable but necessary imposition. 

In the longer term thought is being given to the possibility of distributing documents and 

publications by electronic means. It is considered that there has to be a better way of 

disseminating literature than expensively sending boxes and envelopes stuffed with processed 

wood pulp half way round the world.  

The main problem is, of course, Equilibrium which is currently produced as a handsome 

glossy paper magazine which many members appreciate as a thing of some quality over and 

above the articles it contains. It may be possible to distribute it in a less tangible form, which 

could save on postage costs but we are not sure whether this would be acceptable. We invite 

your views.  

Committee Meeting 11.10.2015 



Officers Present: John Knights, Thomas Allgeier, Mike Sharpe, Peter Elliott 

Officers Absent:Jaap Visser, David Apps, Diana Crawforth-Hitchins.   

Item 1: Minutes and Matters Arising 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 14.06.2015 were approved. 

Matters arising from the last meeting have been dealt with. 

Item 2: Accounts and Finances 

The financial situation of the Society remains essentially unchanged. Expenditure 

exceeds income by around £2000 p.a. 

The changes made to subscription payments (early payment discount abolished, extra 

postage levy for overseas members) will offset this somewhat and should delay the 

decline of funds. 

The AGM this year again incurred a loss due to the small number of attendees. The 

Committee approves to cover the shortfall from the Society's funds. 

Item 3: Meetings 

For 2016 we currently plan only one meeting i.e. the AGM. A venue should be found 

where we can get an economical rate for a smaller number of attendees (probably 

nearer 20 instead of 30). Janet Scarratt has suggested we enquire with the Yew Lodge 

Hotel, Kegworth, but other options may well be explored. (Action: PE) 

Item 4: Matters arising from the AGM open forum 

The Committee will await the response from Frances Simmons on setting up Twitter 

and Facebook pages for ISASC. We will support her with images and other suitable 

material to publicise our activities. (Action: All). 

Once up and running these pages will be linked to from the ISASC website. 

Action:MS 

The Committee's view is to place Fulcrum on the "Members" page of the website in 

the long term. 

To save postage cost we hope to send out EQM 3 + 4 in one mailing. (Action: DA) 

To offer an alternative to the extra postage costs for long-distance members the 

options of distributing EQM electronically will be explored. Towards this end John 

will approach Bob Hayden of ISASC US. (Action: JK) 

Item 5: Bank Account 

It was resolved that the Co-operative Bank p.l.c. ("the Bank") shall continue as 

our bankers in accordance with Section 2 of the form circulated during the meeting. 

The form was signed by the Treasurer and the Secretary. 


